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| Whose Freedom?” 


. a. . 
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_New Farm Officers 


_. President of the newly formed 
Farmers’ Union of Alberta. 


RUDOLPH HENNIG, 
of Fort Saskatchewan, first 
Vice-President. 


Congratulations are certainly 
due to the delegates who attended 
the farm convention in Calgary 
and succeeded so well in bringing 
into being a single farm organiza- 
tion by amalgamating the United 
Farmers of Alberts and ‘the Al- 


berta Farmers’ Union. The elec- 


tidii”of Carl Stimpfle as President]. 


and Rudolph Hennig as: First Vice- 
President links together in top 
Posts two good men who will do 
& good job for the farmers of Al- 


’ berta. Mr. Stimpfle was formerly 


President of the A.F.U. Mr. Hen- 
nig has long been associated with 
the U.F.A., was-a member of the 
legislature for some years and re- 
cently succeeded Henry Spencer 
as President of the Alberta School 
Trustees’ ‘Association, Mr. R. N. 
Russell, of Athabasca, elected as 
Second Vice-President,’ has had 
Considerable executive exporience 
88 a Vice-President of the A.F.U. 
At the head of the Farm Women's 
Union of Alborta are three cap- 
able and experienced women, Mra. 
M. E. Lowe, former Prosident of 
(Continued on Page 8) 


Saskatchewan Motorists: 


Or Insurance Companies? 


\. “The defenders of the present economic system try’ to 
frighten us by‘raising all sorts of bogeys about government 
in business, and suggest that freedom is being lost,” charged 
M. J. Coldwell, M.P. in a CBC broadcast last Thursday when 
he reviewed the benefits accruing to Saskat¢hewan motorists 
under the’ government car insurance scheme. “Whose free- 
dom is being lost in Saskatchewan today?” asked the C.C.F. 
national leader. “Is it the freedom of the motorist or the 
freedom of those who exploit the motorist? It is the freedom 


of insurance companies to charge exorbitant premiums.’ 


Whenever the word ‘freedom’ is used in political discussion, 
‘we owe it to ourselves to ask the questions ‘whose freedom?’ 


and ‘freedom to do what?’ 


Greater Freedom 


“Organized the democratic So- 


FARMERS’ UNION OF) cis" hs teense so 


ALBERTA IS SET UP 


BY STAFF REPORTER 
From the first session on Tues- 
day morning, January’ 11, 1949, 
until late Saturday night, January 
15th, a. solid majority of more 
than 600 farmer delegates to a 


joint U.F.A.-A.F.U. convention 
never for even a minute, lost 
sight of their -major objective. 


There were extremists of both the 
eft and right, there were those 
who expressed fear for the future, 
there were some who. yearned for 
the ‘glories of the past, but at 
all times delegates had a purpose 
that was clear, and a path that 
was straight. ; 
To the most casual observer it 
was early evident that this purpose 
—the:setting up of a new and 
single Alberta farm movement 


that can, and will, speak with a. 


united voice, for Alberta farmers 
(Continued on Page 3) © 


Opportunity in U.N. 


LEADERSHIP ROLE 
URGED ON CANADA 


OTTAWA (CPA) — The ‘Cana- 
dian government has tended to 
“follow the lead of one of two ma- 
jor powers,” David Lewis, C.C.F. 
national secretary, said in a speech 
prepared .for delivery to the Yale 
Institute of International Affairs 
in New Haven on January 13. 
‘“Canada is in a position to give 
Icadership to all the middle and 
small powers of the’ United Na- 
tions, and its position as the senior 
Dominion of the British Common- 
wealth, and the close and friendly 
(Continued on page 2) 


MINE PROFITEERING 


IN: THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON. — ‘New . evi- 
dence that the -mining . industry 
has profiteered during the past 


year .vas shown in figures just | 


released by the U.S. Department 
of Interior. 

‘These showed that while produc- 
tion of all mines—-those turning 
out coal, metals and other minerals 
—rose by 4 per cent in 1948, the 
“dollar value” of the output jump- 
ed 26 per cent. 

In the same poriod, pay in- 
creases of. workers .in all mines 
averaged not over 10 per ‘cont, 
which indicates that the industry 
added about $2. in prices for every 
$1 hiko in payroll. ‘ 


vides greater freedom,’ he de- 
clared. “If the Saskatchewan 
motorists decide that their auto- 
mobile insurance could be handled 
in a better way, they can say so 
at the-polls and change the gov- 
ernment.” “But,” he asked, “how 
do you change: ihe administration 
of an insurance company in any 
of the other eight provinces? Priv- 
ate companies can go on charging 
exorbitant premiums year after 
year,:and they ‘are never subject 
to the people’s will .expressed 
through democraticglly- elected 
‘representatives.” ; 


He warned that “interests which | 


benefit by exploitation will do 
: {Continued on pags 8) 


MILLIONS\TO BE SPENT 


ON BRITISH SCHOOLS 
LONDON, England.—About 
$220,000,006 worth of new schools 


are to be built in Britain this, 


year. This has just been announced 
by the Ministry of Education who 
state that this building program 
is twice as large as that under- 
taken in 1948. It has been care- 
fully worked out in the light of 
the supply of labor and materials 
which can be drawn upon. This 
new. program is designed to meet 
urgent developments in technical 
education. 


OTTAWA, (CPA).—A_ three- 
pronged drive for ‘1949 was 
launched by the Canadian Con- 
gress of Labor when its Executive 
Council at a meeting here on 
January 11 urged C.C.L. unions 
to go after ‘higher wages to meet 
the increased cost of living, equal 
pay for men and women, and so- 
cial security clauses in labor con- 
tracts. The forty-hour week and 
a guaranteed annual wage were 


other objectives. 
Dealing with wages, the Con- 


| gress said unprecedented profits, 


increased productivity and exist- 
ing inequalities all argued for an 
upward adjustment of wages to 
meet this year’s higher living 
costs, The statements of corpora- 
tions show that wage increases can 
be absorbed without increasing 


prices. : 
The C.C.L. foresaw a need for 
increased purchasing. power to 


absorb goods which are now being 
(Continued on page 3) 
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one part in 20 million, is unveiled at the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards in Washington. Face of the time-piece is shown in inset. 


‘Washington Conference January 25 
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International Wheat Pact — 
Is Only Hope. Says Hannam 


OTTAWA 
national commodity agreements 
dre the answer to the problem of 
embarrassing surpluses of foo 
products in producing , countries 
and disastrous shortages of food 
in others, declared H. H. Hannam, 
president of the Canadian Federa- 
tion of Agriculture, in an address 
before the annual convention of 
the Ontario Federation in Toron- 
tc, January 6. 

That was the unanimous report 
which an eighteen-nation commis- 
sion brought back to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, when it was ap- 
pointed to’ study the problem,: Mr. 
Hannam said. Some 57 nations en- 
dorsed the report, and the institu- 
tion of commodity agreements be- 
tween nations js now a main fea- 
ture of FAO’s program. 

Holds Out Hope 

.Aftor . discouraging — setbacks, 
there now seems some hope 
achieving an international wheat 
agreeme” . A third conference is 
to be held in Washington, January 
25, Mr.. Hannam said, Representa- 
tives of the Canadian Federation 
have been ‘ingluded in the’ Gana- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FLOOR PRICE FOR 
_ BUTTER PROPOSED 


OTTAWA, (CPA).—‘‘A satis- 
factory floor price on butter pro- 
jected several years~into the fu- 
ture” and “regulations by. either 
federal or provincial authority to 
whake certain that margarine is 
not sald. to the public in such 
form as to imitate. butter,’ may 
be two features of the CFA policy 
on. margarine when the Federation 
discusses the subject. during its 
annual convention in*Saskatoon in 
the week of January 24.2" 


1. “Adequate Safeguards” 

H.. H. ° Hannam,_ Federation 
president, indicated in a statement 
this week: what lihes the policy 
would take. He said that the 
Federation meeting would decide 
whether to appeal the supreme 
decision legalizing the sale 
of margarine, of to advocate a 
program of “adequate safeguards 


for the dairy industry in the light 


of the. public sale of margarine.” 

“Adequate, safeguards” would 

include the +floor ‘nrice, and. pre- 
(Continued on page $) 
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‘Must.Get Higher 


(Continued from page 1) 


produced in quantity. When fami- 
lies are forced’to limit their spend- 


ing» to bare ‘essentials . a surplus 


of other’ goods “may ,soon be felt 
and is even now evident in some 
accumulating warehouse stocks, 
Insufficient Income 

“Meanwhile -hundreds of: thou- 
sands of families are receiving in- 
sufficient income ‘to provide vyen 
a standard minimum of essentials. 
Roughly half of the 806,604 work- 
ers in manufacturing are engaged 
in durable govds industries where 
the average wage is $3.27 below 
the $47.70. estimated_as a mini- 
mum by Toronto Welfare Council 
standards, on the. basis of the 
October 1 figure. The other em- 
ployees in manufacturing—in the 
non-durable goods . industries— 
have an average wage that is 
$10.76 below the Welfare Council 
minimum. . 

Congress ‘unions are béing urged 
to make ‘provisions in new con- 
tracts for pensions; sickness and 
accident insurance; medical, sur- 
gical and hospitalization plans and 
life insurance. 

Equal Pay 

A strong drive will also be made 
to bring women’s wage scales up 
to men’s. In most Canadian indus- 


tries the maximum weekly wages. 


paid women are less than the 
minimum received by men, “Pres- 
ent high prices have created an 
impossible. situation for these 
underpaid women workers,’ the 
Congress statement said. 

Eileen Tallman, director of the 


B. department. store section of the 


i 


‘of the 


_ tional news, there is no substitute 


Retail, Wholesale and Department 
Store Union (C.I.0.-C.C.L.), said 
that women are earning from, $10, 
to $12 a week less in that industry 
than men doing similar work. 

“In the retail selling field there 
are many, more women doing a 
job comparable to that held ‘by 
men’ than in any other industry, 
but they are earning much less 
than men,”’ she said. 

John Lenglett, research director 
U.P.W. (C.I1.0.-C.C.L.) 


said that women in the packing- 
house industry are making as much 
as 15c an hour less than men on 
basic rate jobs. 
-- ‘Women generally are getting 
f- the short end of the deal in in- 
dustry,’ he said. 
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BENEFIT BY THIS 
GOOD NEWS 
COMBINATION 


YOUR HOME TOWN PAPER 
gives you complete, dependable 
local news. You need to know all 
that is: going on where you live. . 

But .you live: also in a 
WORLD, where momentous events - 
are in the ‘moaking—events ‘which 
Cen mean so much to you, to your 
job, your home, your future. For 
Constructive reports and interpre- 
tations of national and interna- 


for THE CHRISTIAN’ SCIENCE 
MONITOR daily. 

Enjoy the boncfits of-being 
best informed—locally, nationally, 
ae ona your local 


onitor. 


LISTEN Tuesday nights over 
BC stations to “The Christian 
Science Monitor Views tho. News. f 
And use this coupon °. 
today for a special in- 
treductory subscription. . 
The Christian Sclence Monitor 
ne, Norway St., Boston 15, Masi, «, U.S.A. 
Please send moan Jntroductory 
subscription to The Christian Sclonce 
Monitor — 26 Issucs. 1} enclose $1. 
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prices “by some bakery ‘executives: 


THOSE BREAD PRICES 


Editor, Peeple’s Weekly. 


Sir: It seems to: me® that The 


People’s Weckly performs’another 
notable service to thé general pub-|. 
lie in that feature-story by Lorne 
Ingle, based on the report of “Mr. 
H. Carl Goldenberg, special com- 
missioner, 


inquiring into the 
. Bread-baking Industry in West- 
ern Canada.” 

Apart entirely, from such senti- 
the foilowing, culled 
correspondence on _ bread 


“Tt. would appear to be good econo- 


my to eliminate him by-one means 


or another”; and, “Ibelieve if the 
Gteek were put of the, picture we 
would be in the clear. . :..”? (which, 
to my uncouth ears, are .curious- 
ly close to hold-up or gangster 
parlance) ; I would very.much like 
to have an explanation of the 


strange bread-price picture drawn! if he benefitted in any way from 


Farmers’ Union 


(Continued ‘from page 1) 
to make “known to industry, to 
producer and consumer, and to 
governments of whatever political 
name or whatever Canadian juris- 
diction, the needs and desires of 
farm people of Alberta, would 
override any sectional differences 
that may have seemed important. 
World-wide Goal 

Final decision made place, as 
well, for a unified farm set-up in 
Canada and recognized the need 
and moved toward the fulfilment 


of a world-wide farm organization.: 


The job of farmers is now as it 


has always been, to feed the peo- 
ples of the world. There was here 


no disposition to shirk this grave 
and high responsibility. Rather 
plans were; laid to render less 
burdensome the interference of 
outside, and sometimes selfish, in- 
terests that have hampered in the 
past the fullest development of 
the farm resources of the world. 
Elsct Officers 

Mr. Carl Stimpfle, who for four 
years has been the-successful lead- 
er of the A.F.U., is President of 
the new Farmers’ Union of ‘Al- 
berta. Rudolph Hennig, of Joseph- 
burg, former M.L.A. anda member 
of the Board of the U.F.A. for 
many years, Chairman of the 
Clover Bar School District, Chair- 
man of the Alberta Trustees’ Asso- 
ciation of Alberta, and a man who 
has never failed to meet the call of 
public duty in many years of serv- 


‘ice to his neighborhood, is 1st Vice- 


President. As 2nd Vice-President, 


{is N. R. Russell, of Athabasca, who 


has been a tower of strength, and 
whose good judgment and energy 


has been of great value in a simi-|' 


lar capacity to the Alberta Farm- 
ers’. Union. ; 
Mrs. Low Heads Women 
Mrs. M. E. Low, President of 
the Women’s Section, and Orin 
Hart, President of the Junior Sec- 
tion, will bring the viewpoint of 
their respective groups to the de-’ 
liberations of the executive and 
Board. , 
Mrs. Low has served for the past 
three ‘ years as. leader’ .of the 


‘U.F.W.A. and enjoys .in unusual 
‘| measure -the confidence and re- 


spect of the’ farm women of the 
province. The Board members are 
all well known and experienced 
legislators in the farmers’ parlia- 
ment: of the province. Meetings of 
the ‘executive and Board in’ the 
near future’ will more definitely 
define the aims and 
activities of the organization, giv- 
ing fullor purpose to setting up 
locals and renewing memberships. 
Summer Conventions 

Throughout * the summer, con- 
ventions in 14 districts. will bo 
held to highlight local needs, and 
olect a permanent Boar d of Direc: 


immediate | 


WHE BEORLE SDEAK 


Letters to the editor may be published under a ‘pseudonyn, but. 


in each'case the name and addness of the writer must b. 


wared to the editor as evidence of good faith, The People’s ° 
Weekly takes no responsibility fbr opinions expressed by corres- 


by a speaker-in Edmonton just a 
decade ago (March 14,.1939) at 
a .co-operative gathering in the 
Macdonald, Hotel, Edmoriton. I 
quote from a pamphlet published 
by the Alberta Government’s De- 
‘partment of Trade and Industry: 
. In the’ year 1928, for instance, 
the gross agricultural revenue of 
the three prairie provinces of Can- 
ada was $843,163,000. In the year 


1932, the gross agricultural reve-|' 


nue ,df the same provinces was 
only $273, 738,000—a decrease in 
revenue between the tao years of 
$569, 425,000. 

Now, let us en ‘to the con- 
sumer side of the’ picture and see 


tors, in the same manner as has 


been provided by’ the constitution 


of the A.F.U. 

The office of the Association’ is 
likely to be in Edmonton,. and 
staff will be determined at: early 
meetings of the executive. Henry 
Young, of Millet, and A. B. Wood, 
Déwberry, carried most of. the 
duties of chairmen of the huge 
convention and earned the un- 
stinted admiration and respect of 
the delegate body. 


SLAVIC ARTISTS WILL 
PRESENT PROGRAM SUN. 


Presented by Slavic artists of. 


Edmonton, a grand concert will be 
held in the Strand Theatre, Sun- 
day, January 23, at 8:15 p.m. 

Featured on the program will 
be a string orchestra, choirs, folk, 
dances, vocal solos and duets as 
well as gymnastics and acrobatics. 

There will be a silver collection 
and everybody is welcome. 


Floor Prices For 


(‘Continued from page 1) 
vention of imitation in the pack- 
aging and coloring, of BEE ATIDE: 


tional commodity agreements are 
other topics for discussion by the 
conyention. 

Right Honorable J. G. Gardiner, 
federal. minister of agriculture, 
has been invited to address’ the 
convention, and one of the main 
speakers will. be Honorable T. C. 
Douglas, premier of Saskatchewan. 


, Save ReatMoncy! | 
War Surplus 4 
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Soil conservation and a 


F pondente and will not°® publish. ahy letters exceeding 300 words, 
in length: ° ‘ 


° 


this crucifixion of our farmers. 
Did bread consumers get cheaper 
bread? Our statisticians say ‘no.’ 
Here are some figures they have 
supplied with respect to Canadian 
bread prices: 2s 
+ (Average Price)’ 
Wheat Bread 


Year “«per-bus: per lb> 
191718 cccscse Recess $2.22 ° 17.7e 
1925-26 oo. 1.46 7.6¢c 
1928-29 al. 1.18 7.7¢ 
1980-31 oo. 0.76 7.3¢ 


Apparently “the Greek?’ wasn’t 
around in those lush (!) days! 
LOOKING BACKWARD. 


GHASTLY, 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: I see by the Calgary Herald 
that George Drew at liis meeting in 
Calgary again called the C.C,F. the 
“National Socialist” party.. Drew 
is doing that deliberately, \ of 
course, in an attempt to make pio- 
ple think the C.C.F. is the same hs 
Hitler’s party. It is the scurvy kind 


ilk. 

But the charge might backfire on 
the P.C, Leader. Didn’t he go to 
Europe before the last war and 
come back with great praise for 
Hitler and Mussolini? He found the 
strong-arm Nazi and Fascist lead- 
ers quite to his liking. He admired | 
and envied them. . 

“Don’t let anybody in Alberta let 
Drew get their goat by his “Na- 
tional--Socialist” stuff. What ‘you 
should worry more about was his 
clear indication of a deal with the 
Social Crediters. A government of 
Drew, Duplessis and Low! I cannot] 
imagine anything more ghastly for 
Canada and Canadians than that! 

C. O. PRICE, 
Calgary. 


“PHOOEY,” HE SAYS 


Editor, People’s Weekly. * 

Sir: Surely Mr. Roper was not 
simple enough to believe that the 
government would agree to a re- 
count of the power plebiscite bal- 
lots. That business was fixed from 
the beginning. The-cards were 
stacked against the rural people by 
allowing the city people to vote and 
what rural electrification ‘would 
cost them. . Then when it didn’t 


then issuing dire warnings about 
work’ out so well they “lost” our 
Vermilion ballots-which when they 


ged 


aA = 


Northern Alberta Dairy Pool, Limited 


(THE CO-OPERATIVE DAIRY) 


‘10531 102nd STREET 


‘EDMONTON 


Phone M 4671 


e for- "| 


paper last Week and as.a Britisher... . : 


| small, 


pCalgary Herald recently there was 
of thing: you can expect from his; g report of a speech made by Mrs. 


“ THE FRIENDLY HOTEL” 


‘The ALEXANDRA 


224 - Sth Ave. E., CALGARY 
G. HADLEY ROBERTS, Prep. 
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turned up didn’t count the same as 4 
when. the returiiing “officer counted? 
them. And Roper.. was, - simple 
enough to believe that they’d agree 
to a recount. Phooey! . 

I WANT: ELECTRICITY. 
Vermilion. . , 


» LIKED FOOT’S. ARTICLE 
Editor, People’s: Weekly. \ 
Sir: I picked up a copy of your 


I was thrilled by Michael Foot’s 
article, “What About it Winston?” 
We" fet*so-many lies about what is 
happening in Britain and the ter-" 
rible*hardships of the people under* 
a Labor government that it is re- 
freshing to get a detailed list of 
some of the great accomplishments 
of the past three years. If Chur- 
chill read Mr, Foot’s article I 
think he must have felt pretty 


" JIM MacPHERSON, — 
Calgary. 


A NOISE LIKE ONE 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 
-Sir: I wonder if we’ll find out 
when-the legislature meets who is a ; 
“Douglasite” and who is not. In the 


C. R. Wood, M.-L.A.,‘to the Calgary 
Social 'Credit Constituency Asso- 
‘ciation in which she said: 
“Bretton Woods was originally a 
moderately priced hotel to which 
anyone could go. Now it is ex- 
clusively Jewish. You can’t get in 
the premises unless you are a Jew. 
That’s where the Brettcn Woods’ 
agreement was signed. I don’t kriow 
if that means anything to you, but 
it does to me’’. i 
. Wasn’t that the kind of tripe for 
which J aques was kept out of the 
Social Crediter and Bourciér 1 
thrown out of the party?. Whether 
Mrs. Wood is a “Douglasite” or not 
she certainly makes-a noise like 
one. Soe ti Mideteat4 
EX-SOCIAL CREDIT. 
Didsbury. 
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. « TWO METHODS 
“RS RGET THE Plebiscite and Provide the Power’ is the 
heading on an editorial in. the last issue of the Farm 


and Ranch Rouen. .Calling attention’ to the fact that in 
spite of -the huge adverse vote- polléd by the cities, the 


*VOL. XXIX, No. 22 ’ ° January 22, 


* . majority against, public ownership was less than 200, the 


Review says, “the Manning Government now has less justifi- 
cation than ever for interpreting the result of the plebiscite 
asa mandate to deprive two-thirds Of the-people: of- Alberta 
ofa minirnum standard of decent livirtg.”’. 
“The facts .of life in Alberta,” says the farm paper, 
- these: .- ‘ ; 
“S *“"(1) Because of the sparsity of settlement,-it is financially ° 
A impossible for the privale power companies to provide service for 
two-thirds of the farm population. (2) The Manning Government 
. has set itself against proceeding by public ownership, against 
electrifying rural Alberta as the. Manitoba_ Government is - 
“electrifying rural Manitoba. ie 
“What then is left? Do we sit back and condemn two-thirds 


“are 


“asses "“of=the=people of Alberta to. be deprived in perpetuity of the 


ordinary amenities of life? Not if we can help it.” . 

The Review then goes on to show that this province has 

the same, problem as Ontario had. Ontario met it by the 

‘government of ‘the province paying half the cost of rural 

_ lines and by guaranteeing the Hydro Commission against’ ’ 

“Joss. It suggests that the.Ontario system, while it would not- 

be practical in Alberta, does point the direction. The mdza- 

-zine then makes. the astounding. suggestion that the govern- 

‘ ment should start subsidizing the private power companies 
to enable them to extend rural services. 

We’rather think this is a suggestion the present govern- 
ment will welcome. There is nothing ° that it seems to get 
more, pleasure in doing than making it possible for private 
corporations, to make profits for their eastern or American 

‘ shareholders. out of Albcrta people and Alberta resources. 

The suggestion of the Farm and Ranch Review is 
diametrically opposed to that of the Farmers’ Union of Al- 
berta. The farm organization is demanding public ownership 
of power resources and distribution, so that surpluses made 
in profitable areas may be used to provide reasonably-priced 
services -in more sparsely settled districts. 


“WORKING, HAPPY, PROSPEROUS” 

N “ALL-OUT” testimony to the success of the British 

government, .in providing. a better life for the mass 
of the British- people, has come from Robert McCubbin, 
- M.P., parliamentary assistant to Agriculture Minister 
Gardiner. The Canadian Press dispatch recording Mr. Mc-- 
Cubbin’s observations appeared on the front page of Tues- 
‘day’s Edmonton Journal, a newspaper _ which tries hard to 
make us believe that disaster came to Britain with the elec- 
tion of a Labor government. The dispatch reads: — 

LONDON, Ont., (CP)—Robert McCubbin,- parliamentary 
assistant to Agriculture Minister Gardiner, said Monday night 
that drives for clothing for the United Kingdom were “absolute 

foolishness.” 
He said that some families in Canada may be just as badly 
in need of clothes as families in Britain who are receiving parcels. 
from Canadians. . 8 
; Mr. MecCubbin made a pre-Coristaias visit to Britain with 
Mr.’ Gardiner. 

“Everyone was working, everyone was ete) everyone 
was prosperous,” he said. 

Conceding that some things in Britain were rationed, he said 
the result was that Britons could not spend all their money. and 
so were building up bank accounts. 

“I didn’t’ see a sign of poverty of any kind even in my 
unchaperoned | visits into the poorer districts. [ never saw one | 
phild that looked undernourished or poorly dressed,’ he said. 

“Bver yone was working, everyone was happy, everyone. 
was prosperous.” Has it ever been thus in British history 
under Tory or Liberal gover nments? 


WHAT TO DO WITH IT 


OME DISCUSSION IS developing about the money the 

Alberta’ government is obtaining from oil royalties, and. 
-the sale of leases, whether it should be counted ‘as current 
revenue or as capital to be expended only for permanent 
or capital assets. The argument for the latter course is that 
the revenue is from a depleting resource, that sooner or 
later all the province will have will be holes in the gr ound 
unless the revenue is spent for .permanent assets. 

There are three main sources of revenue from oil: fees 
and rentals, royalties, and, since late 1947 when the govern- 
ment began reserving fifty per cent of the lands in any 
reservation, the sale of leases. The revenues from the’ last 
source have become very considerable. The main and most 
lasting returns are from royalties. but these can only be 
expected to last: for from twenty to fifty years. 

The people of the province are getting only about half 

, as much as they should be getting from their oil resources. 
There is a good argument for regarding what we are getting 
"as capital money received in exchange for a capital asset, 


> 
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. SHYLOCKS LOSING OUT 
“Labor, ” Washington, 

“January 8: ° 
“Many American, commenta- 
tors still insist -that John Bull, 
under a Labor government is 
headed straight for perdition. 
‘LABOR’ has never shared’ that 
view. Here is a bit of evidence, 
taken from. the ‘Wali Street 
Journal’s’ “London correspond- 
ent, who is as much a Tory as 
Winston Churchill. He writes: 
“‘Many pawnbrokers vanish 
from the British scene. So do 
money-lenders. There- are only 
1,800 pawnbrokers in business 
now, compared with 2,672 be- 
fore the war. JK 
pre-war strength reached 2,725. 

Now it has: dropped to 1,608. 
““‘L. Dawson, editor of the 
‘Pawnbrokers’ Gazette’ says: 


cney-lenders’ 


‘| _ ‘People have more money, or if 


they haven't; they don’t need it 
as badly. If they are out of work, 
there is National Unemployment 
Insurance; if they are sick, there 
is National Health Service.’ 

“In other words, while indus- 
trialists, financiers -and ‘landed 
gentry’ may howl, the British 
workers are getting a break at 
last.” 


SOUND REASONING 
Chauvin Chronicle, Jan. 5: 
“For a long time we have main- 


.tained.that the only sound trade 


basis between nations is a recipro- 
cal one. We cannot hope to con- 
tinue to sell to Britain and buy 
from the United States. No am sunt 
of economic theory,can change the 
fact that. you’ve got to sell goods 
to the value of the goods you pur- 
chase or else’ you find yourself 
growing shorter and shorter of 
cash until you’ re finally insolvent. 
This simply méans that: if we want 
to sell to Britain and buy from 
the United States ... Britain is 
forced to raise United States dol- 
lars for us somewhere else. If she 
can’t sell sufficient goods to the 
United States she’s up.against it.” 


ARE YOU, REGIMENTED? 
From Radio Address by 
Premier T. C. Douglas: - 
“Our opponents seem to argue 


. that if the people own and con- 


trol their “economy we would 
_lose our freedom. Well,. let’s 
examine that. Do. you feel less: 
free because the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation is. 
owned by all of us who are Ca- 
nadian citizens than you would 
if some private monopoly con- 
trolled the airways? Do you feel - 
less free when you ride on the 
C.N.R. or,.the -T.C.A., or when 
you stay .the Bessborough 
Hotel because these are socially 
owned? When you travel in a 
Saskatchewan bus you are 
patronizing an enterprise owned 
by all the people. of Saskatche- 
wan. Would you feel less regi- 
mented if it, Were operated by 
a’ board of diractare located in 


Chicago?” 

-NET FARM INCOME 1947 

. Alberta Wheat Pool Budget: 

“The net Canadian farm™ 
come for-the year 1947 was 
$1,260,000,000, according to the 
federal bureau of statistics, 

“As there are approximately 
730,000.farm families in Canada 
this gives an ,average income of 
$1,726 per farm. . 

“The average investment in Ca- 
nadian farms is over $7,000 each. 
Allowing 3 ‘per cent return on the 
investment brings the, net income 
per farm down to $1,516, . or 
uround $65. a day, for 300 days.” 


in 


in- 


‘our time is the tendency 
of speakers and writers to 
make glib statements with an air 
lof absolute finality concerning the 
issues’ confronting us. Nowhere is 
this more obvious than in the oft 
repeated words, ‘‘Christian Democ- 
racy.” ‘The contention of the 
writer is that however important 
such a slogan is, aS yet we are 
very far from its realization. 

- While walking along i0ist 
street in Alberta’s capital, I looked 
and beheld a man _ with only 
stumps of legs sitting upon the 
-concrete sidewalk. Under him for 
protection from the cold and hard- 
ness of the concrete were pages| 
from the democratic newspapers 
published under our “Christian 
democratic”? system. Indeed, pic- 
tures of our Christian democratic 
leaders were to be seen, some- 
what | shrivelled, protruding out 
from under the unfortunate man. 
That was all democracy had to 
give. The date—December 22, 
1948. The pencils he held -for sale 
found little demand. 

Is_ this democracy? Perhaps 
Christian? NO. But we must have 
no regimentation. It would violate 
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DEMOCRACY 


By Rev. G.A. Sauder, 


"WASKATENAU 


. “Am I. My Brother's: ‘Keeper ?” 


freedom to give such a ‘one a 
liberal pension so that he might 
find a comfortable and construc. , 
tive way of life. People must be 
free to sit on the concrete side. 
walk if they see fit, or if “Chris.” 
tian democracy” sees fit to pro. 
vide nothing*better. Freedom,’ who 
has murdered its meaning? 

Again, in our Christian demo. 
cratic Alberta we derived a. so. 
called profit’of nearly ten million 
dollars last year from the sale’ of 
liquor. As a result we have the 
strange anomaly of Christian 
workers, leaders in the Various 
churches securing their $2,000 
indemnity at least partially from 
liquor profits. Democratic? Yes. 
Christian? No. (. 

Just one more example of our 
Christian demucracy: It is report. 
ed. that each prisoner in Canada 
is kept at a cost of two dollars 
per day. So-called Christian de. 
mocracy says the most we can 
pay our old age pensioners is 
about $1.25 per day. 

-Yes, Christian democracy seems 
far away. but we can bring it: near 
only as we answer in the affirma. 
tive the question, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” 


Notes On Current Events On Current Events 


By Wm. Irvine, M.P. 
‘Let Socialism Be Crucified! | 


Mr.‘H. R. MacMillan, the lumber 
baron of- British Columbia, in an- 
nouncing over eight million dol- 
lars ‘of profit for his company last 


year tried to divert public atten-. 


tion from his profit. His method 
of doing so may have been effect- 
ive with many people but was far 
from being original. He first cried 
“stop thief” to Socialisrn as if it 

had been Social- 

ism that had run 
ym! off with eight 
@| million dollars 
worth of wealth 
produced by Brit- 
ish Columbia 
workers and paid 
for in cash . by 
the people of 
Canada. And 
then he went on 
» to tell how the 

eight millions 
invéstéd ‘in''a’ new 


were to be 
company to’ provide jobs, etc., for 
the poor forgotten working man: 


‘His attack ‘on Socialism was 
published in all the press across 
Canada.-and was broadcast over 
the radio. But it may turn out that 
Mr. MacMillan was the wrong 
man to make sich an attack. He 
is well known as a typical pro- 
fiteer. The people of , British 
Columbia at any rate will realize 


Millan who robbed the forests and 
brought about great floods - such 
as devastated the Fraser Valley 
last spring. 

Indeed the attacks now being 
made on Socialism by bankers at 
their annual meetings, by, diree- 
tors of Combines, by party,:politi- 
cians and the press must appear 
to the public for what it is—a | 
well-organized and well-financed 
conspiracy to discredit Socialism 
and thus protect those whose privi- 
leges Socialism would end. Surely 
the, average person is not such 


‘a fool as to believe that Social- 


ism, which Canada never ‘had, is 
the thing to-be feared. It was not 
Socialism that brought unemploy- 
ment and want, bankruptey_ to | 
farmers, or frustration to youth 
in the hungry ’thirties; nor was it 
Socialism which brought the na- 
tional debt, high taxation and two 
world wars in a generation. The 
culprit is Capitalism. 

Socialists can smile at the Mac 
Millans when they remember the 
words of Kipling’ that truth can 
be twisted by knaves to make 4 
trap for fools, or when they Te 
member that Jesus Christ himselt 
whose mission’ was to help and 
save people, was . crucified by 
money-changers, and officials of 
chureh and state as the enemy ah 


that it was not. Socialism but Mace- | the people. 3 


Be Nothing And Be Famous 


Writing of the Farmers’ Union 
of Alberta ‘the. Edmonton Journal 
—after insinuating by an appeal 
to figures that the IF.U.A. repre- 
sented less than half of the farm- 
ing ‘people of the province—says 
in effect, that if, this organization 
keeps clear of politics, does not 
co-operate with labor and shows 
that it is not a “strike?” organiza- 
tion, ‘it should prove a boon,’’ to 
the agricultural industry. 

Yes, to be sure, if the Farmers’ 
Union becomes an. organization 


efter the pattern of the Journal 
it will be as useless as the Con- 
servative party in Canada is. If & 
farmers’ organization is to refrain 
from political action and to avoid 
industrial action .and to pin its 
faith to inaction, just in whatvay 
could it become a boon to anybody 
except the Journal? 

The inaction of a great farm: 
ers’ movement would be a great 
boon to any political Journal who 
wishes to see the people of the n& 
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ction shaving only . one _ political 


* choice ‘in ‘their .-voting, «namely, 
. private ,enterprise., ‘The ‘Journal’s 


political sphilosophy:is that We-must 
have the: private enterprise system. 
But you \can have ‘it :under >the 
Uonservatives ‘for .a yperiod -and 


* then have iit. under the -Liberals 


for.another .period. Liberty ..and 
consists in <having .a 
chance to choose ‘which: of the 


political butchers you want’'to take 
your skin off. Yea verily blessed 
is the farmers’ movement which 
doeth nothing for it shall not only 
‘become the;manure which maketh 
profits grow a hundredfold, ibut 
‘its miame shall ‘be lauded by the 
daily press.. Tf the 'F.U.A. wants, to 
be great in ‘the cycs of :the Jour- 
nal,° it must be nothing, say 
nothing,. do “nothing and think 
nothing. 


‘Past Participle “Drew? 


Mr. George :Drew, leader.of ‘the 
. Conservative ‘party, ‘is reported to 
liave said in Calgary that “if chis 
party comes to power he “will pass 
“Jaws which .will declare it a crimi- 
nal offence ito ,undertake efforts 
designed to undermine ‘the State.” 
The legal:profession at:least should 
have a good laugh at that. For 
they know ‘that our criminal code 
‘protected “us against . those who 
would engagg in efforts to under- 
mine the State long before Mr. 
Drew was, born. If this is the chief 
reason why he wants to be- prime 
minister, then ‘Canada does not 
need him, for we already have the 
sort of Yaw which he asks us to 
elect him to enact. 

Does Mr. Drew not mean that 
he will pass a law to make it a 
criminal offence to belong to the 
Communist party? If that is what 


“Please talk about our party, 
we ‘have ‘something ‘to sell.’”? Thus 
spoke Mrs. Drew as reported from 


CONTRACTORS 


DICCONSON & COMPANY 


Designers and Builders 


“All Types of Construction” 


PHONES 27855 - 34642 


‘ 


“Luxury Homes for 
Working People” 


Nu-West Homes 
Limited 

8108 -'114 Ave.—Phone 72158 

EDMONTON 


ATGRIES. - 
meer ety 


| Canadian Dental 
Laboratories 


4 Christie Grant Block 
Office Phone 28639 


_ JEWELLERS 
A. G. TOLLER 
JEWELLER-- 


Diamonds and Watches 
10148 Jasper.Ave. Ph. 23184 
: ; 


Russell Driscoll | 


BARRISTER and SOLICITOR. 
335 Tegler \Bldg., ‘Edmonton 


Branches: Barrhead, ‘Sangudo, 
‘Edson ‘Line -\Wildwood, 


‘OPTOMETRISTS 


‘Optometrist 
303 Tegler ‘Building 
Phenes: Office 27463 
Res, 24881 


‘Mr: 


Professional and 
Business Directory 


J. ERLANGER || 


he means, why does he not say] ' 
so? If that is what he intends to} ' 
do he will then be doing in Can-] ' 
cada, politically what he is damning 


‘Stalin for ‘doing in Russia. But 
‘Diefenbaker, :who iis (Mr. 
‘Drew’s chief lieutenant, ;and who. 
‘has been posing as :the -champion 
of human rights.and freedoms and 
urging the passing of a Canadian 
Bill of Rights, surely would never 


stand for -any -such legislation as 
‘that. . 


Only a Tory - can ‘threaten ‘free- 
dom in freedom’s name and be 


Edmonton President 


8 


ART THORNTON 


EDMONTON CCE. 
HAS “GOOD YEAR” 


Art Thornton was elected presi- 


elected by freedom lovers to de- dent of the Edmonton C.GF., 


stroy . freedom. Still there are 


growing numbers of people who 
know that the greatest threat to. Edmonton C.C.F. in the . 0.0.F. 


freedom in Canada is the ‘con- 


‘centration of economic power. Our |-- 


industrial magnates are now the 
dictators of government policy. 


“Going, Going, Gone’’ 


Calgary. But she did not say what 
it was they had to sell. Presumably 
it was George. 


‘PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIOS 


me. | Art 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


‘DISPENSARIES LTD. 
601 Tegler Bldg. as 
PRESCRIPTIONS 


SAW’ REPAIRS 


TED MILNE 


80 Years Shop & Mill. 
Experience 
FAST SERVICE 
GUARANTEED WORK 
9568 102 Ave. Phone 29624 
' Edmonton 


SEWING ‘MACHINE ‘REPAIRS 
GORDON 


COMRIE 


* 4@:Sewing ‘Machine Repairing 
."¥@ Immediate :Service 
- -SEWING'‘MACHINES 
Ph, :85117 ‘Sales.& Service Ph. :$51117 
1051: ‘Whyte Ave. — Edmonton 


UPHOLSTERING 


MURRAY’ S 
LIMITED 


Formerly Thornton & Perkins 

‘Draperies — Curtains, 
iUpholetering — Slipeoverin op bi 
110628 Jaeper Ave 


— 

Little Joan: \“tDaddy, ;why .is it 
that the Women's ‘Club ‘always 
bring their knitting when they 
come ito, the house ?”’ 

Daddy ; {I suppose it gives them |: 
‘something © eto’ think :about «while 
they are talking.” 


\ 


JRVINE WILL ADDRESS 


“tary Forum Committee aponsors 


succeeding Mrs. Edith Rogers, at 
a well-attended meeting of the 


Hall on Tuesday evening. 


Jack Hampson, newly elected 
president of the Alberta Federa- 
tion of Canadian Congress of 
Labor unions, was the choice of 
the members for 1st vice-presi- 
dency; Floyd Johnson for treas- 
urer and Miss Margaret Thompson, 
secretary. 

Executive officers were elected 
as follows: J. A. Cone, J. W. H. 
Williams, K. Sivertsen, Mrs. H. 
Scott, Mrs. Jean McNeeley, Wolfe 
Margolus, Mrs. D. L. Shortliffe, 
Walter Mentz, 
John Gow, Ted Smithman, J. E. 


Enright and Roy Jamha. Auditors 


are Miss Sadie MacMillan, Mrs. 
Clifford E. Lee and W. Sykes. 


. The treasurer’s report given by 
Thornton indicated that 
receipts during the past yéar 
totalled over $6,000. 


. Commends Officers 

High tribute was paid to.-the 
retiring president, Mrs. Edith 
Rogers, executive officers and the 
women’s groups by Elmer E. 
Roper, provincial leader. In com- 
mending the efforts of Clifford 
E. Lee, who managed the cam- 
paign for the Edmonton C.C.F. in 
the’ last general ‘election, Mr. 
Roper -referred to the fact that 
1,300 more votes had been cast 
for the C.C.F. than in the previous 
election. 

Mrs. J. W. Adair, president of 
the Women’s C.C.F. Club report- 
ed increased membership with 


$500 donated to campaign funds}. 


and a further sum available for 
an Alberta “Woodsworth House.” 
Mrs. Jean MeNeeley. reported that 
$122 had been turned over to the 
C.C.F. by the Commonwealth Club. 

The executive was instructed to 
consider the question of Muse 


tions for East and West Edmonton} 


federal constituencies. 

' ‘William Kelly, baritone soloist, 
accompanied ‘by Miss Jean Keeley, 
A.R.T.C,, A. Mus, A., delighted the 
aldience with several selections. 


| 


STUDENTS ON: FRIDAY 


William Irvine, M.P. for Cari- 
beo, will be the ‘C.C.F, speaker 
when ‘the University ‘Parliamen- 


an open, meeting in; the ‘Medical 
Building, Friday, January 21, at 
4 p.m. Similar meetings will be 
held .by each . of .the..groups 
participating :in ithe ‘Mock ;Par- 
liamentary elections -at ithe! Uni- 
versity. 


.| one 


| sister, Mrs. J..C.-Turner, Joussard, 


| Club took: place at the private- 


Clifford IE. Lee, 


.{to call together a committee to 


The Honor ‘Roll... . 


Camrose Constituency : 


Virite-C.CF. or ae 
Phone 28862 


How many C.C.F.’ people 
have moved from your district 
cand have failed to ‘make con- 
“tact with the C.C°F. in their 
new home? The C.C.F. cards 
for renewal of memberships ate 
bringing to light the fact that 
many newcomers to Edmonton, 
Calgary, Lethbridge as well as 


J. E. COOK'S MOTHER 

~ DIES IN EDMONTON 
. Sympathy of thé ‘C.C.F. move- 
mént is extended to’ Ernie Cook, 
C.C.F. provincial organizer, whose 
mother, Mrs. Grace Ann Cook, 
widow of Willidm Thomas Cook, 
passed away on Thufsday at the 
age of 79 ‘years. ° 

Rev.:R. McElroy Thompson, who 
officiated at the funeral ,service 
on Monday, paid high tribute to 
the late Mrs. Cook’s fine Christian 
character. 

She leaves to mourn her loss, 
daughter, ‘Mrs. Elizabeth 
Glenn, of Edmonton; four sons, 
Norman and Everett of Whitelaw 
and Ernest and George of Edmon- 
ton; one brother, Robert Potts, 
of Canyon Creek, Alberta; one 


contacted in their new homes. 
C.C.F. people are friendly 
and anxious to include: all those 
who are supporters, or who 
have been members and feel 
the need to carry on the cru- 
sade that is the C.C.F. Write 
this office or phone some one’ 
| in your community ‘and make 
known members of your family, 
your neighbors or any members 
of the C.C.F. who have moved 
recently. In filling out the 
cards it is drawn to the atten- 
tion of the canvassers that new 
addresses should be given where 
they can be obtained. 


Alberta; ten grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 


C.C.F. News 


& 
Yellowknife C.C.F. Club 
Elects New Officers 


The first annual election of of- 
ficers to the Yellowknife C.C.F. 


6:30 p.m. Friday, January 28th. 

Other meetings will be at. Dapp, 
‘arranged by T. B. Foster, January 
25th, at the home of Mr, Reidford, 
near Highridge on January 26th, 
and one to be arranged, probably 
near Fort Assiniboine on January 
27th. These meetings will be visit- 
ed by Ernie Cook, Provincial Or- 
ganizer, who will also attend a 
meeting at the home of Mr. A. E. 
Moen, Ryley, Alberta, at 8 p.m 
the same evening. 


party room of the Veterans’ Cafe, 
Monday, January 10th. In the 
absence of the provisional chair- 
man, Albert Johnson presided. 
Elected were: President, Earl 
Kelly; Vice-President, Mrs. Ruth 
Johnson; Secretary - Treasurer, 
Mrs. Pearl Clayton. Cominittee 
Chairmen chosen were: Organiza- 
tion, Bert Lundstrom; Publicity, 
Chuck Crate; Social, Harold 
Glick; Ways and Means, Easty 
Clayton. 
_It was decided to ask C. Crate 


NOMINATING CONVENTION: 


Jasper-Edson C.C.F. 
Constituency Association will hold 
a nominating convention in’ the 
1.0.0.F. Hall, Edmonton,,on Satur- 
day afternoon, January 29, at 2 
p.m. Ernie Cook, Provincial Or- 
ganizer, will be in attendance. 


draw up a detailed policy for the 
Mackenzie District and establish 
liaison with C.C.F. groups in other 
parts of the Yukon-Mackenzie 
River “riding, so that a complete 
program, in harmony wth national 
C.C.F. policy but dealing with. the 
special problems of the north, 
might be submitted for approval 
to meetings in both sections’ of 
the constituency and to the exec- 
utive office. 

The next general meeting of the 
Yellowknife C.C.F. Club wilh be 
ut the private-party room of the 
Veterans’ mare February 7th, at 
8pm | 


ry 


Brewin Is Nominated 
For Toronto-St. Paul's 
Andrew Brewin, presideni of 
the Ontario C.C.F., has been nomi- 
nated as candidate for the federal 
riding of Toronto-St. Paul’s, Over 
800 people attended the conven- 
| tion, held in Jarvis Collegiate. 


“CORONA HOTEL - 


eS 


HOUSE MEETINGS 
House meetings in Pembina con- 
stituency will be held beginning 


January 24th, 8 p.m., at the home| ‘Attractive Two Blocks East 
of Mr. Wm. Platt, Westlock, and Rates C.P.R. Depot 
finishing with a supper meeting at| . . 

the home of Mr. and Mrs. E. G.| Jt’s New — 


_T?s Modern 


‘Forwarding charges are prepaid on 
Mail Orders from out-of-town 


xeace? of the Feanles Weeiily. 


LIMITED 
Established 1886 


Edmonton’s Qwn Store 


Mrs. Edna Adamson, Memberships and People’ 8 Weekly’. $74.00 
Ponoka Constituency A 

Sinclair Phillips, aombereiiDe, CUCe ssassistactelevenpate terete edetag ...$82.00 
Bruce Constituency ° J wsira*'s ° 

*J. Kondrat, Memberships and Donation 2....2..02...ceceeeeeeeee $25.85 
Alexandrs—Constituency . ; 

D6 2G,, Inglis, Memberships sac. cca gGentecianodssettieeilvamsiass $12.00 ° 


smaller centres, have not been’ 


Hooper, Barrhead, commencing at .- 


Federal ' 
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Socialist 
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Not Marxist 


By O. B. Grimley in Sons of Norway Magazine 


debate -at an American Unj- 


discussion, the question arose if 
the Norwegian Labor party was a 
Socialist pérty or not. One of the 
participants in thé debate passed 


the question on to me... - 7 

Yes the Norwegian Labor party 
is a Socialist party, but it is not 
a Marxist party any more, like 
.most of the Socialist parties of 
Western THurope more or less. 
“specially here in Northwestern 
Kurope, the Socialist parties have 
ceased to be Marxist parties, al- 


‘though they started out a8 such. 
_ The only pure Marxist parties left 


in Surope are the Communists. 
Contrary to Predictions, 


You see time has run away 


. from the theories of Karl Marx, 


formulated’ 100 years ago. -The 
development has gone contrary to 
his predictions. -When Karl,"Marx 
wrote his “Communist Manifesto” 
in 1847, it was based on the condi- 
tions of the laboring classes at 
that time. The workers were at 
the mercy of the machine owner. 
The theory that the workers should 


‘compete freely for the best. jobs 


and the highest wages turned out 
in practice to be a competition for 
the lowest wages. The one who 
agreed to work for the lowest 
wages got the job. The workers 
had no political influence because 
they did not have the right. to 
vote, Labor unions were forbidden 
by law and strikes likewise. Labor 
yders were cither deported to 


— 


ey were blacklisted, and not a, 


ictory in all of England: would|/ 


ve them work, : 

The tenders of. the machines 
vere Without political or economic 
vower, and it was therefore not 


FOR SALE 


Selling: Farmall M.-—rubber, 
lights, starter, hydraulic lift.. 
What offers? Also ‘Eaton Acme 
crusher with 60 ft. endless 
belt, plates never changed. T. 
Foster, Dapp. Set 


Lumber and 
Millwork 


__ of Quality 
at Fair Prices’ 


Lumber Co. Ltd. — 


10330 109th St. Ph. 24165 
EDMONTON 


versity about Norwegian, 
* politics, and ‘in the course of the 


avict eolonies in’ Australia or| 


government, 


OME TIMIE ago there, was a strange that Marx under these 


circumstances, saw no other solu- 
tion than a revolution by which 
the workers could Be 
from the hopeless situation—living 
in .the slums of the new factory 
‘towns in indescribable conditions 
of dirt, squalor and despair. ° 
Don’t Need Revolution 

., But as time. went on, the work- 
ers secured the right to organize 
their trade unions, and_ strikes 


method of securing higher wages 
and better working conditions, 
They, seCired the right to vote, 
and today Norway has a Socialist 
: like Great Britain, 
Sweden and Denmark. They do 
not need a revolution to secure 
the decencies of human life. They 
have abolished the conditions in 
the time of Marx. They can follow 
a democratic evolutionary line of 
development, and avoid the dan- 
gerous ‘method of a dictatorship, 
which as a rule can only be abo- 


lished by a new bloody revolution. 


- The ideals of revolution are 
often betrayed. That happened in 
the Prench Revolution and in the 
same way the Russian Revolution 
has been betrayed by its present 
rulers. In the old Russia, a revolu- 
tion was probably necessary, but 
not in Norway. ; 
Mistaken In Trend of Events 


Karl Marx was mistaken in the 
trend of events during the century 
that followed the publication of his 
theories: He thought that the 
revolution would first o¢cur-in the 
most highly industrialized coun- 
tries. Instead the first ‘Marxist 
revolution occurred in Russia, one 
of the least industrialized coun- 
tries in Europe—a backward land 
of peasants. The industrial de- 
velopment ‘commenced to take 
place after the revolition—not 
before. Sal 

Karl Marx himself did* not want 
his” theories accepted as a per- 
manent truth from which one must 
not deviate an iota; One of the last 
things he said before his death 
was: “I am not a Marxist.’”’ And if 
he had lived today, he would most 
likely have protested against some 
of the hardboiled methods, used by 


| his so-called followers. He suffer- 


ed under somewhat the same con- 
ditions in his own country in Ger- 
many which forced him to live as 
an exile in England through most 
of his life. — ; 
Still Marx could not rid himself 
of the background of his youth 
and early manhood. He had grown 
up amid the autocratic regimes of 
his fatherland, and when it came 
to’ formulating definite methods 
of liberating the working classes 


.of his day and generation, he 


could not think of any other 
methods than the way of a. dicta- 
torship—"The dictatorship of the 
proletariat,’ no matter how hu- 
manitarian his intentions were. 
Autocratic Background 

But so great was his préstige 
that all of the Socialist political 
parties, founded later-in Europe, 
were organized as Marxist parties. 
His brand of Socialism is called 
scientific Socialism, and it was a 
tragedy that it should .be formu- 
lated by German philosophers with 
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liberated. 


were recognized: by law’as a legal| Program worked out in detail like 


their, autocratic. background, ‘No 


man can rid himself entirely /of *| 


the influence of the environments 
of his childhood and yauth. 

: Utopian Socialists 

There was another Socialist 
movement at the time Marx lived 
and wrote. That was the Utopian 
Socialists: The movernent was en- 
tirely British in origin and bore 
the unmistakable brand ‘‘Made in 
England.” The movement had no 


the scientific Socialists. It bore the 

earmarks of the British method of 

“muddling through.” It was ex- 

perimental in nature—believed in 

establishing Socialist settlements, 

etc. : 
Laughed At 

The Utopians were laughed at 
as idiotic dreamers by the’ follow- 
ers of Karl Marx, and the move- 
ment was thrust into the back- 
ground. But it was nevertheless 
the Utopian Socialists who have 
been able to show the most prac- 
tical results. . 

Out fromthe ranks and influ- 
ence of the Utopian Socialists came 
that group of men and women, the 
Rochdale pioneers, who in 1844 
founded the co-operative move-| 
ment with the profits returned to 
the consumers or producers. From 
England the movement has crossed} 
the boundaries of practically every 
country in the world, until today 
in the retail, wholesale and manu- 
facturing enterprises of the con- 
sumers, the marketing associations 
and processing plants of farmers 
and fishermen and housing co- 
operation it embraces at least 100 
million, families the world over. 


, 
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who are members of the con- 
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Norway, a mountainous country extending: ; 
from the frozen Arctic to the gateway of 

the Baltic Sea, is known all over the world 

by her merchant fleet. Tne sea, washing 
12,000 miles of coastline, provides nat#ral 
industry for Norway’s 3,000,000 people, 
= who are among the world’s greatest sailors 
and fishermen. Her farmers live mainly along the famous fjords 
(inlets) and in valleys deep-in the rugged mountains, which also 
furnish water power for electricity to run Norway’s industries. The 
country is a Kingdom and gave the United Nations its Secretary. 
General, Trygve Lie. Its Permanent Representative at U.N. Head- 
quarters is Finn Moe; its flag red with a white-bordered blue cross, 


, Norway today who is not a mem- thought and revise them on the 
ber of the co-operative move- | basis of the actual events and ex. 
ment. One third of the families} periences throughout the succeed. 
ing generations. 


sumers’ co-operative represent in- 


dependent Norwegian farmers. 
This movement is said to represent 
a practical ideal.of an industrial 
democracy. 


We ‘have therefore had the 
strange development that the Nor- 
wegian Socialists have swung 
from scientific Socialism to the 
democratic methods of the Uto- 
pian Socialists. That is, they have 
become their heirs, adjusted to 
contemporary conditions and de- 
mands. ; 


Norwegian Socialists'do not look 


In Norway there are 1,081 local} upon Karl -Marx as an infallible 


consumers’ -co-operative societies 
with a membership of over 357,000 
families, representing one third of 
the population of Norway. Nor- 
Wegian consumers’ co-operatives 
own and operate 15 different 
kinds of factories, owned by the, 
members of the above-mentioned 
1,081 local societies’ , 
Labor Supports Co-ops 

The Norwegian Socialists, or- 
ganized in the Labor ‘party, sup- 
port warmly. the Norwegian co- 
operative organizations. There. is 
hardly a farmer or a fisherman in 


ON SHOW in recent exhi- 
biticar in London, England, 
~ were these three, wheeled 
ways of mechanical pro- 
gress. Left: The Velocette 
149 lightweight motor-cy- 
cle, called the “two-wheeled 
' gsuto” in Britain because of its w 
cylinder motor, shaft drive, hand 


and rear suspension. At least 15,000 of the new ma- 
have been ordered for the United States. 
Center: The Gunsmith small tractor, utility land baby 
that numbers spraying, hoeing, hedge cutting and 


chines 


prophet, like the Communists do. 
They look upon him as a‘ pioneer 
in social economy as it-affects the 
problems of labor. His work and 
theories have been food. for 
thought for later’ study and re- 
search work, regarding the prob- 
lems of Jabor economics. 

Time has flowed for 100 years 
since Marx published -his “epoch 
making writings, and this century 
has proved that a scientist can be 
wrong, no matter how penetrating 
a. thinker. he may be. Others must 


therefore pick up his threads of 


Kk 
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ater-cooled multi- 
starter and front 


“Wheels of Pregress for Home, 
‘Land, Road are Demo 


bull-dozing among its accomplishments. Right: Lon: 
don Inventor Segell’s aid to mothers—a baby carriag® 
that can easily be pushed up or downstairs, Six sm l 
wheels, three at each side, at the rear do the tr ck. 
Britain's next big industrial show — the Bri 
Industries Fair, to be held next May 3nd 
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Doesn’t Rush to Marx 


When therefore a contempiérary 
Norwegian Socialist is confronted 
with a social problem, he does not 
rush to his bookcase to find out 
what Karl Marx said about this 
subject in the year 1848 and the 
follows the precepts of that an 
cient .writer though the heaven 
fall. No, he acts more in the spirit 
of the old British Utopian Socitl.. 
ists. He looks at life as it surges 
about him today and seeks a solu- 
tion on the basis of that. But tke 
funny. thing is that by~*the same 
token, he is called a conservative § 
Socialist, while he who depends 
entirely to the letter on ‘the ideas 
of a man who lived and wrote 100 
years ago and died before the 
laboring classes got the franchise 
in Europe, he is called a radical 
Socialist. What would we call a 
non-Socialist politician who’ would 
insist on going. back. to the social, 
economic and political conditions 
of 100 years ago? We would call 
him a ‘reactionary, a reactionary 
so moss-grown that you would nd, 
be able to tell what he is made of. 


(To be continued) 
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Danger In A Pattern 


By Clifford E. Lee _ 


The other day Britain and the 
United States adopted a standard 
screw-thread. Henceforth the nut 
from a British bolt will fit on an 
American machine. It was a simple 
thing. But in increasing industrial 
efficiency it was of high impor- 
tance. And it marked another step 
in a process which is character- 
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The Triple Challenge 


Due to the fact that copies 
of “The Triple Challenge’ by 
Francis Williams had to be re- 
ordered from Engiand when 
eastern publishers were sold 
out of this popular publication, 
there will be some delay in 
filling orders already on file 
with The People’s Weekly Book 
Shop. The shipment from the 


conformists. In politics there are 
those who with every living 
breath propound the virtues of 
Capitalism, and think of Free 
Enterprise as a pure and pres- 
ently operating system. Among 
those are monopolists on one 
hand and members of co-opera- 
tives on the other. Even their 


~ 
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ie ae 1s expected shortly istic of our time, that of standard-| proximity to the deviations from 4 
se ei e ae out immedi- || ization. the straight line does not permit li 
ately to customers, Planes and steamships and| them to see that in practice their ty 


system has been modified by ne- 
cessity and’ only the theory in er 


trains and movies 
and radio have made 
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( dian delegations at previous con- 
fi ferences, and will be at the forth- 
H coming one. 


Objectives of international com- 
4 modity agreements were outlined 
i by Mr. Hannam. as: 
1, Orderly sharing of the inter- 
# national market. 
2. Facilitating equitable distri- 
i bution of .food throughout tite 
| world. 
3. Stabilizing prices in the‘ in- 
f terests of both producer and con- 
fsumer, and in so doing, elimi- 
me tating unnecessary price fluctua- 
B tins, and often haimful manipu- 
lation of the market. 
¢ ©Opposition by those who want 
sto retain price fluctuations and 
speculation, said Mr. Hannam, was 
# the best argument for the need of 
international commodity agree- 
go ments, : 
Now Is The Time ' 


Mr. Hannam did not think that 


Mi direct acreage control would be 
H Necessary. Marketing quotas, ‘a 
a technique which worked in- west- 
Hern Canada, provides a measure 
fof indirect ‘production control 

m which ig desirable, and beneficial 

to all concerned. 

f «Stabilizing the wheat market 
f Would tend to stabilize coarse 

grains and in turn tend to stabilize 

‘ livestock prices, Mr. Hannam said. 

“Now is the time to try out this 

& Program, before a crisis arises,” 


United Nations observers sit on the sidelines at a Java airport as 
. invading Dutch troops land. The observers will report to the U.N. 
Security Council on the Dutch invasion of the Indonesian Republic. 


Dominion Royal 


Mr. Hannam emphasized. “We look 
to the forthcoming wheat confer- 
ence to translate five years of 
theorizing about a. new: kind of 
world program, based on interna- 
tional understanding, goodwill and 
co-operation, into effective action 
in- vespect to one commodity, as 
the first logical step towards im- 
plementing a program fundament- 
al to the whole conception of the 
United Nations.” 


Afterthoughts Are 


Usually Best, Mr. Drew 
OTTAWA, (CPA).—Democracy 
was an ‘afterthought. 


After being sworn in'as a mem- 
ber of parliament on January 10, 
George Drew, new Conservative 
leader, was asked by newsmen 
whether the Tories would contest 
the next by-election in Nicolet- 
Yamaska. The answer was prompt 
and affirmative. | 

An hour or so ‘later a small 


note was tacked to the Press Gal- 
lery bulletin board: 


“Mr. Drew wishes to add this 
further statement to what he said 
this morning about  Nicolet- 
Yamaska: 


“It is of course for the electors 
of Nicolet-Yamaska to decide what 
is to be done, but I have reason 
to believe that it is their intention 
to enter a candidate representing 
our party.” 
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In big demand—because théey’re tough 
and long-wearing. Get yours NOW for 


safer driving. 
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‘ Carpenters & Joiners of America Local 
he S, Edmonton, Alta., United Brother- 
the of—Meata Ist and 8rd Fridays in 
De ptbor Temple. President, Charles 

' Dee 10220 107th Street; (Fin.-Sec., 
singe pollard, 9828 191A Ave.; Treaa- 
oath - A. S, Smith, 11882 95A Street; 

Tents! Agent, J. P. Cragg, Labor 

emple, 


a 


Maat Workers of America No. 120, 
sack ——Moets second Wedneaday in 
i month In Labor Hall. President, 

cy Williamson, 0548 106A Ave. Re- 


Cording Sec 
h Avance Mrs, v Smith 9817 


ww . 
Tot iGHTERS No. 209, INTERNA- 
a CIATION OF—Meots Jn 

a Hall, Prealdent J.'G. 


Or A Bonn 
.G - vo,, Soo-Trons., 
Graham, 11947 ~ 92 St., Edmonton, 


UNITED PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS 
OF AMERICA—Edmonton, Alberta. 
MEETINGS 


Local 233 (Burns)—Second Monday of 
each month; Alborta Avenue Hall— 


8 p.m. 

Local 243 (Canada Packors)—First 
Monday of each month; Alberta Avo- 
nue Hall—7:30 p.m, . 

Local 280 (Swifts) —Firat’ Thursday of 
ench Month; Alberta Avonue Hall— 
8:00 ym. 

Local 319 (Gzeiners)—Second Wednes- 
day of each month; Ritchle Com- 
munity Hall—8:00 pm. 

Local 348 (Horse Co-op.)—Firat Sat- 
urday of ench month; U.P.W.A. 
Board Room—10.00 a.m, 

Local 396 (N.W. Mill)—Second Satur: 
day. of each month; U.P.W.A. Board 
Room—-10,.00 a.m. 

Edmonton Jolnt Councii—Laat Wed- 
nesday of each month} 
Offiee-~-8100 p.m. 


URW, Ay 


A BIT OF | 
Nonsense 


Old fire-eating Senater “Jim” 
Watson, hard boiled reactionary, 
was once the topic of a conversa- 


tion in the White House during the 


Coolidge administration. 


“You know,” remarked one of 
the guests, “I heard Jim make a 
speech back in his native Indiana 
one night, and when he came to his 
conclusion he said, ‘Fellow citizens, 
now I have given you all the facts, 
and you can vote for me or go.to 
hell’!” 


President Coolidge, who had 
been quietly listening, intervened. 

He = said: “Difficult choice 
wasn’t it?” - 


“How you’ve changed,” said the 
blond to a friend she hadn’t seen 
for five years. “You used to have 
thick black hair and now you're 
bald. Lou used to have a ruddy 
complexion and now you're pale. 
You used to be stocky and now 
yowre thin. I’m surprised, Mr. 
Kelly.” 

“But I’m not Mr. Kelly.” 

“Oh! You’ve even changed your 
name!” 


Z. 


“T ’aven’t ’ad a bite for days,” 
said the tramp to the’ landlady of 
an English inn, the George and 
Dragon. D’ye think yer could spare 
me one?”’ ab 

“Certainly not,” replied . the 
landlady. 

“Thank yer,” said the tramp, 
and slouched off. A few minutes 
later he was back. 

“What d’yer want now?” asked 
the landlady. Pe 

“Could I have a few words with 
George’? said the tramp. 


Enoch had invited Joe for a 
ride on the back of his new motor- 
cycle. After they had gone a few 
miles, Enoch asked Joe how he 
liked it. 

“All right,” said Joe, “‘but the 
wind is catching my chest.” 

So Enoch stopped. ‘Take your 


lovercoat off, Joe, and put it on 


back to front; that will protect 
your chest a bity and I’ll button it 
up at the back.” 

They restarted, and after a 
while Enoch asked Joe if he was 
warmer. No reply. Joe wasn’t 
there. Enoch turned the machine 
around and went back until he saw 


a crowd, and there was Joe, lying} eMce © 


motionless. 

Anxiously Enoch asked one of 
the crowd, “How is he?” 

“T can’t make it out,” said the 
bystander. ‘He ain’t spoke since 
we twisted his head the_right way 
around.” 
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this much more One 
World than it used 
to be. Bathtubs and 
central heating and 
refrigerators are 
turning up in un- 
accustomed places 
and they all look substantially the 
same. An African king is crowned 
in the same garb worn by George 
VI in England’s most recent 
coronation. Chances are a Eu- 
ropean swallows the same fruit 
salts his dyspeptic American 
counterpart takes the next morn- 
ing after drinking the same kind 
of stuff in the same kind of night- 
club. Small wonder that you find 
in South America replicas of the 
architecture, ‘dress, voice inflec- 
tions, manners, and even the 
morals of Hollywood. A pattern 
of living is taking shape through- 
out the world. 
Standardization is the order 
of the day. On the whole, re- 
‘lated to those things which make 
up our physical environment, 
the result is more good than 
bad. It: is when these habits of 
conforming to pattern invade 
the field of the mind that danger 
lurks. 


Carlyle said gunpowder made all 
men the same height. The danger 
is that nuclear energy will make 
all minds the same size. Atomic 
weapons may tend to crowd. the 
thoughts of men into one of two 
rigidly defined patterns. That 
would be dangerous to our physi- 
cal safety. It would be calamitous 
intellectually. For thinking in rigid 
patterns is unscientific. And our 
future depends upon more; scien- 
tific habits of mind not only on 
ivory-tower levels but among peo- 
ple in general. 


Can’t Work In Straight» Jacket 


Most of our scientific progress 
has come because of the freedom 
of scientists to browse.around and 
come to any conclusions the dem- 
onstrated facts would. support. 
One of the things that beat Hitler 
was that German science hail been 
confined to. the straight- 
jacket of nationalist thinking. The 
other day a scientific worker in 
Russia was hustled off to Siberia 
because he adhered to theories of 
genetics which did not fit the pat- 
tern of the party line. In scientific 
fields in recent years there has 
been considerable evidence that 
the formerly much-vaunted — sci- 
f the Soviets is suffering 


from the fact that Stalim, as 


‘Hitler, expects scientists to make 


facts fit a pattern rather than 
make the pattern fit the facts. It 
is an occupational disease of dic- 
tators. But standardization of 
thought and science just do not 
go together. - 
The Scientific Mind 

One of the characteristics of 
the scientific mind is that it sel- 
dom, if ever, accepts absolutes, 
Scientists delight in telling us that 
there is no absolute truth, which 
is, of course, itself not absolutely 
true. 

But other people have a way 
of going overboard for absolute 
and undiluted dogmas, In reli- 
gion, for instance, there ‘are 
those who in the name of Chris- 
tianity ;would damn all. non: 


. 


their minds ia 100% pure. It is 
a mental quirk, this 100% stuff. 
However, there is undoubtedly 
more tendency to absolutism on 
the part of those of the political 
left than those of the right. Radi- 
cals on the whole are newer to 
their convictions and immaturity 
often confuses irresponsibility with 
the fighting spirit. And there are 
those who take a theory, expound- 
ed a hundred years ago by a very 
bad prophet indeed, and try to 
make obviously contrary facts fit 
into his pattern. These display all 
the habits of mind of George 

Drew, except that he is trying to 

distort* facts that fit somewhat 

into a picture only twenty years 
old. 
Theories vs. Facts | 

Perhaps we will not make sharp 
social advances until mdre people 
acquire the intelligent habit of 
making their theories fit their 
facts rather than trying — to 
squeeze, stretch and otherwise dis- 
tort their facts to fit theories they 
sold themselves in absolute form 

a long time ago. 

At the moment the fate of 
most of us, and conceivably that 
of our civilization, may rest on 
the degree to which one man, 
Joseph Stalin, has allowed his 
mind to fall prey tc a rigid and 
uncompromising dogma. He is 
described as a ‘Marxist dialecti- _ 
cian.” If he is, and adheres 
rigidly to those rules laid down 
a’ century ago, then war is 
coming. | 

No C.C.F.’er need be afraid to 
test his convictions with the facts - 
of our time. They fit and support 
his belief, unless he be one of 
those who has allowed ‘himself to 
accept the absolute and ultimate 
interpretation of Socialism laid 
down so long ago that facts have 
inevitably changed its validity. 

The Social Democratic parties 
of the world will be the. in- 
tellectual home of thosa who do 
not let their minds fall victim . 
to the absolutism of either-ex- 
treme. There is a great respon- 
sibility and a great future for 
political organizations of Social- 
ist partiality, who remain adapt- 

_ able enough to formulate down- 
to-earth policies based on facts 
which in a changing world of 
variable human. beings are modi- 
fied year by year. : 

Such a party: will one day be 

the government of Canada. I-hope 

the C.C.F. qualifies. aed 
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Personal Stuff. 


{Continued frdém page 1) > 


the United Farm Women of .Al- 
berta, Mrs..E. 1. Pharis who has 


been -prominent as a woman mem- 


ber of the A.F.U, and Mrs. R. B. 
Gunn, a past President of the 
U.F.W.A. The, organization is 
away to a good start with capable, 
experienced and earnest men and 
women in executive positions. 

. om oe he 

One can understand some sad- 
ness on°the part° of members of 
the United Farmers of Alberta as 
their organization voted itself out 
into the 
larger new movement. Too much 
cannot be said or written about 
the important role played by the 
U.F.A. in this province. Until the 


: ‘ 
of existence to merge 
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ON FARM IMPLEMENTS 
OTTAWA, (CPA).—While the 


Transport Board begins: hearings anything they can to keep us from’ 
in Ottawa .in its review of the|,seeing 


‘Whose Freedom’ 


(Continued from page 1), 


and understanding the 


21% freight rate increase granted great benefits which would accrue 
early in the year, the Canadian|to the people of Canada through 
Federation of Agriculture is pro-|the adoption of democratic Social- 


testing a-recent revision by the] ism. ° : 


: FREIGHT BOOST 


railways in the’ classification of 
farm implements., ; 

New rates on farm machinery 
went into é¢ffect on December 27. 
Taken with the general increase: 
in rates, they’ make a total of al- 
most 50% increase in the rates 
on farm. machinery within the past 
year. 

The rates affect machinery mov- 
ing from easterne shipping points 


to western ‘Canada. 


organization of the Alberta’Farm-| vision.from the C.C.F. program. 


ers’ Union seven years ago, the 
U.F.A. was the spearhead of all 
organized farm activity in the 
province. Out of it.grew the great 
which is 
now ‘buch an important’ part of 


the ‘economic life of Alberta. The 


other co-operative enterprises were 
promoted within the U.F.A. Many 
of them got their start through the 
sympathetic, assistance of the 
U.F.A. government which Was in 
office from 1921 to 1935. And of 


that: government itself many good 


things can ‘be said. It was in office 
in the most trying period in .the 
history of this province, when mil- 
lions of dollars were being spent 
for relief out of meagre revenues 
that wero less than one-third: of 
those now being collected by the 
provincial government. One of the 
most patently dishonest things 
done by spokesmen of ‘the present 
government is the comparison they 
make between *government “activi- 
ties in the carly ‘thirties with those 
today. Due to financial and eco- 
nomic circumstances” beyond the 
control of. the province the U.F.A. 
government faced insurmountable 


_ difficulties. Duc ta favorabic na- 


tional and world conditions for 


which. the present government can 


* take no credit, its financial pos 
.° tion is one of abounding surpluses.| the people who were represented 
The U.F.A. government had | 


faults. But it also left a record of 


‘ good government under the most 


adverse circumstances. It should 
be included with pride among the 


. ther grent projects of the United 


Farmers of Alberta. 
; oe % ofe 

It might. not be so noticeable 
to others ay it is to me, but as | 
read Saturday's papers with the 
reports of resolutions passed by 
the Calgary convention. it was alt 
very familiar language. It is no 
exaggeration at all to say, that 


‘every important policy resolution 


passed by the convention read as 
if it had been taken without re- 


LUMBER 


—— 


- HIGHEST QUALITY 
CLOSEST PRICES 


P. MANNING 


LUMBER CO., LTD. - 


” | 10443 80th Ave. ‘Phone 32051 


“INVEST 


Made in 


re 


wheat péol, the dairy pools, many| which the farm people of Alberta 


And by the same token, all im- 
portant decisions, on - electric 
power, automobile insurance, ad- 
ministration of oil 
coarse grain marketing, and many 
others, were in direct conflict with 


the policies of the government 


resources, 


elected last, summer. The similari-. 
ty of the ‘farm. organization’s 
policy with that of the C.C.F. and 
the’ clash of .the farmers’ objec- 
tives with the policies of the gov- 
ernment which could not have 
been elected without farm = sup- 
port, is something that calls for 
some soul-searching, probably on 
our part. 


of te % 
The‘new farm organization, like 
the A.F.U. and U.F.A., is non- 


partizan. But to say it is non: 
political is nonsense. Many, of its 
major objectives, as set out in the 
resolutions passed at Calgary, can- 
not be achieved except through 
political action, through some kind 


of: a political movement. All the}. 


“pressure” in the world isn’t going 
to have much ‘effect on govern- 
ments if they can flout the wishes 
of the people’s industrial organi- 
zations: and still be returned to 
power. 
hE he ee “! 
. Very apparently the majority of 


by the delegates who‘passed those 
resolutions in Calgary last week, 
were responsible for the. election 
last 
whose policies rin counter to the 


summer of a_ government 
views expressed in the conven- 
tion’s resolutions. There surely 
can be only one explanation cf 
that phenomenon. They preferred 
the with 
policies. opposed to their own, to 
the C.CsF. with policies the same 
aa their own. But if ‘that is the 
answer it is not good enough. It 
still doesn’t make sense for the 


present government. 


farm people to elect a government 
with policies opposite to their own. 
They may not have liked the alter- 
native in its present form. But 
they can make any political move- 
ment in this province what they 
| want it to be if they will, in every 
constituency in the province, move 


control to which their numbers 
|and the extent of their interests 
entitle them. They will then have 
ja ‘political movement that will 
carry out the policies of their in- 
| dustrial “organizations. I wish 
ithey’d do it ta the C.C.F. They'd 


| find no one trying to stand in 


‘their way. ; Ste 


——_$—. 
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| jsuch things we all know from 


“wan. But, he said, all the other 


jon the other hand, decided that 


in and assume the leadership and) 


°“C.C.F.. policy is not rigid,” 
Mr. Coldwell emphasized. “We 
intend to socialize only those 
things where socialization would 
bring great benefits to the Ca- 
nadian people. That there are’ 


‘our own experience. Who would 
question the benefits of publicly- 
-owned hydro and other utili- 
lies?” he asked and went on to 
khow in detail how 
‘Saskatchewan automobile insur- 
ance had benefitted the people. 


some 


He pointed out that several 
provinces have recently made it 
compulsory for automobile owners 
to ‘carry a certain minimum 
amount of insurance against: acci- 
dents. This policy has been accept- 
ed in Ontario, Manitoba, British 
Columbia, Alberta and Saskatche- 


provinces provide that car owners 
must purchase this insurance from 
private companies. Saskatchewan, 


if the people of that province were 
to be required to buy automobile 
insurance, they ought tobe able, 
to get the best service at the least 
possible cost. "The Saskatchewan 
government, therefore, decided to 
go, into the business itself. It ex- 
panded the operation of the exist- 
ing Government Insurance Office 


‘by passing the Automobile Acci- 


dent Insurance Act, which was 
designed to serve the people first. 


Cut Collection Costs 


The Government Insurance Of- 
fice cut collection costs to ‘the 
bone, -Mr. Coldwell explained. It 
had each driver pay $1.00 per 
year when he bought his oper- 
ator’s licence, and $5.00 per year 
when he bought his car licence. 
This $6.00 charge bought more 
insurance than the privately- 
owned companies would sell for 
several times that amount. Yet 
the government-operated  insur- 
ance plan, in its first year of 
operation, paid all benefits and 
there remained a fund of three- 
quarters of a million dollars, This 
fund was not handed over to priv- 
ate stockholders but remained the 
property of all the people, to pro- 
vide additional: benefits for motor- 
ists, pedestrians and passengers. 
So well did the people of the prov- 
ince support the general insur- 
ance business of this crown cor- 
poration, and because the automo- 
bile insurance plan was so success- 
ful, the first three years of opera- 
tion saw the office hold funds ne- 
cessary for reserves, of three mil- 
lion dollars, Ninety-eight per cent 
of this money was invested in Sas- 
katchewan bonds, so that it could 
help in the. development of the 
province rather than promote the 
centralization, of industry else- 
where. 

$180,000 Profit 


Besides this reserve fund, which 
is kept as an asset of the Insur- 
ance Office; Mr. Coldwell stated 
that a surplus or profit amounting 


| to $180,000.00, up to December 


31, 1947, had been turned over 
to the government for the benefit 
of all the citizens, 

Comparing the rates of the Gov- 
fernment Insurance Officé with 
those of private companies in Sas- 
katchewan, Mr. Coldwell pointed 
out that the government insurance 
rates are $7.00 or less. For the 
same coverage the private compan- 
ies charge from $18.00 to $28.00. 
In addition, the government 
scheme provides jpersonal injury 
benefits which the private com- 
panies won't sell. 


katchewan 
last June. 


“Thus the private- companies 
give Saskatchewan motorists less 


than: the- government. office pro-|. 


tection, and charge’ from two to 
four times as much,” he explained. 

Because most car drivers are 
not satisfied with the minimum 
amount of coverage, Mr. Cold- 
well said the Saskatchewan plan 


jalso provides a package policy to 


go with the minimum policy -re- 
quired: by law. These two policies, 
together; .cost a maximum of 
$25.80. Yet less coverage in the 
same province costs anywhere 
from $47.00 to. $69.00 when 
bought from privaté ‘companies, 
he: stated. 


“Insurance companies in 


other provinces defend them- 


selves by saying that there are 
fewer accidents in Saskatche- 
wan due: to the: fact that it is 
largely a rural province,” he 
continued, “This:is true and-ex- 
plains. why private companies . 
charge $102.00 in: Ednionton,. 
$88.00 in Winnipeg, and. $69.00 
“in: Regina for the same: policy. 
But it-does not explain why that 
same policy in Regina is avail- 
able from the government for 
as little as $24.30. If the vari- 
os regions are all that deter- 
mine'policy rates, a government 
insurance office should be able 
to ‘reduce Edmonton’s $102.00 
premium to $37.00, and Winni- 
peg’s $88.00 premium to: $32.00, 
just as it has reduced Regina’s 
$69.00 to $25.00. 

“At a time like this when priv- 


ate company rates are being raised 
it is worth thinking|” 
about the needlessly high pre- 


generally, 


miums we are. forced: to pay in 


provinces governed by those who 
‘are willing to sacrifice the people’s 
welfare to private gain. When On- 
tario and the other western prov- 


inces made automobile insurance 
compulsory, they compelled motor- 
ists to buy their insurance from 
private companies at high rates. 


No wonder the.insurance compan-. 


ies endeavoured to defeat the Sas- 
C.C.F. government 


Personal Injury -Benefits 

“Since the watchword of the 
C.C.F. is humanity first, the gov- 
ernment did not stop: at merely 
reducing premium cosis,” declared 
the speaker. “It made available 
personal injury benefits which 
private companies do not include 
in their standard policies. Hence, 
if a Saskatchewan farmer, who is 
married and has four children, is 


killed when his own car upsets 


following a blowout, his widow re- 
ceives $5,625.00 in death bene- 
fits and .funeral expenses. Or, if 
a wage or salary earner. is in an 
automobile accident and is: blinded, 
he receives $2,000 for the loss of 
his ‘sight and an indemnity of 
$20.00 per week for 120 weeks, 
or a total of $2,400 as compensa- 
tion for loss of income. These 
benefits are available at no extra 
cost and are not included under 
standard automobile policies sold 
by private companies, - 

. ‘Moreover, in Saskatchewan, 
benefits are paid without the 
necessity of establishing claims 
in court, thus reducing benefits 
by legal costs. Compensation to 
the victims of automobile acci- 
dents is paid no matter who is 
at fault. It is only necessary to” 


provide evidence that there was 


an accident. 3 

“You often hear.Liberals and 
Conservatives talk of red tape and 
costly bureaucracy in  govern- 
ment affairs. But more wide- 
spredd and often worse is the type 


of red tape and costly inefficiency. 


which develops in private company 
operations.” 


_ Not Subsidized 
He went on to explain that the 
entire staff, the rent of the office 
space and all other expenses .of 
the Saskatchewan Insurance Of- 


fice are paid entirely out of in- 
‘ 
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surance: revenues and not a red 
cent comes from taxation. 
Bublic enterprize, when oper. 
ated by people who believe jy 
humanity first, can provide these 
benefits, he contended: ..° 


1. Greater service at a smalle | 


cost; 


tape;. 
8. Democratic control; 


. 4, Profits for all instead of J 


few; ; 
-5. A financial base for socig, 
security. : 8 


- When this policy is applied na 


tionally to such fields as’ banking 
and transportation, these are the 


benefits we can expect. 


Leads in Health 
Turning. to the work of the: 


2. More efficiency and less req 


Saskatchewan . government jn } 


the field of health legislation, 


_ Mr. Coldwell said ‘“Saskatche. 


wan has many firsts to her cred. 
it. She was the first province in 
Canada to provide a complete 
province-wide prepaid hospital 
scheme for her- people. Nobody 


in Saskatchewan has any worry | 


about hospital bills at any time, 
Saskatchewan was the first 
province to institute civilian: air 
ambulance service so that emer- 
gency cases in the outlying areas 
could be rushed ‘to hospital: 
without delay. This. province was 
the first to provide complete 
medical care for the -group of 
its citizens least able to pay for 


such care—those on old age or & 


blind pensions, those on mother?’. 
allowance, and so on. ; 
“These are not isolated meas 
ures designed to attract attention, 
he said, ‘They are part of an over 
all plan to provide complete med. 
cal care for all the citizens s 
soon as facilities and finances ar 
available. New hospitals, mainly 
in rural areas, have been built # 
such: a rate that there are nov 
almost twice as many hospital beds 
available per one thousand of tte 
population as there were in 1944, 
when the C.C.F. took power. These 
hospitals are modern in every te 
spect, completely equipped _ and 


| well staffed. I visited several o 


them only two months ago, and! 
can assure you that they are fill 
ing a real need. Thus Saskatche 
wan is laying the foundations fo 
a complete system of medical, den: 
tal and hospital care.’ It is nd 
waiting until the Liberal Party 
fulfils the promises it made it 
1919 and repeated in 1948. Al 
though recognizing that an over 
all national plan is necessary, 5a 


katchewan is going as far as sith 


can towards the goal of complete 
health: services. 
“While the ‘war was still in 
progress both Canada and Bri 
tain were promised a compre 
hensive system of social secur 
ity,” he reminded the audience 
“The British had their Beverids¢ 
Report and we had our Marsh 
Report. In 1945, at the close of 
the war, Britain elected a dem 
cratic Socialist , government 
while. we returned the Liberal 
Party to office. Now, in 1549, 


the people of the United King 


dom have their overall socit 
security .and health services 
plan. What have we? Only 4 eer 
tinuation of the old promis 
‘and a few preliminary grants to 
keep us hoping. 
“A ©.C.F, government at 0 
tawa ‘will use its policies of soci 
ownership and economic plannins 


to provide the financial basis for § 


a complete nationwide system : 

‘social security and health #8 

teas,” he assured the audience 

SOT 

The curfew tolls the knel 
parting day, 


mm 
A line of cars winds slowly one 


the lca, 
A pedestrian 
minded way 
And leaves this world qu 
expectedly, 


ito uM 


| oll 


plods his absent 


